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2018 The Year in Review
2018 has been another exciting and busy year in the Village with many projects either completed, underway, and some
just starting. With all the projects going on, the days, weeks, and the year just flew by. I am blessed to have a forward-looking
Council to work with that has the confidence in me to oversee the day to day operations of our Village. As well I am blessed with
outstanding employees who also take pride in keeping Jackson Center “Top Notch”. I am looking forward to an equally exciting
and busy 2019.
The Village also saw changes in the personnel in several departments. Officer Zac Smith was sworn in to serve as the
next Village Police Officer on January 8th. Ben Shuster was hired into the Electric Department as an apprentice Lineman and
David Schwartz was hired into the Street Department.
The Village was saddened by the loss of former longtime employee, Don Mann. Don served as the Village Zoning Officer
for over 40 years. Don also mowed grass for the Village for 17 years and also served on the Volunteer Fire Department.
Last Spring the Village Council purchased 50 acres just West of Lacal Equipment to expand the Industrial Park. After
the completion of the purchase, the property was annexed into the Village and rezoning was completed. The land was then
purchased by Airstream to build a new Trailer Manufacturing Facility. As you see as you drive by the construction has been
started. With this project the Village will be extending utilities to the new site. The Electric lines are under construction and work
on the storm line will begin soon.
Casey’s General Store broke ground in June of 2017and opened its doors January 2018.
Village Council purchased the 533 North Main Street form NKTELCO for the site of our new Electrical Sub-Station which
is under construction and looking for a June completion. Along with the Sub-Station a new transmission line will be built from the
existing Sub-Station to the new Sub-Station. With our Village Growth and transformer age at the existing Sub-Station were factors
in the decision to proceed with the $3.2M project.
The first phase of the new park is nearly completed. Irrigation was installed on the soccer fields, trees were planted,
and grass for the fields was sown in the spring. The Walking Track was completed with the help of a grant from the OEPA for
using Scrap Tires in the asphalt. The School was instrumental in taking the lead in this project, and I would like to thank them for
all their hard work involved with this project. In 2019 the Village is looking at putting up flag poles at the Park.
Hamer St was also completed this fall with the completion of the sidewalks, curb and asphalt. The Village does have to
sow the grass seed in the Spring and install solar ballard lights along the sidewalk going from Hamer to Robb St to finish the
project. The sidewalk lights were obtained from a grant through Eco-Smart Choice. Street markings will also be done in the
Spring to wrap the project up.
Construction was completed on the Village Solar Field. The 2.34 MW Solar Field was started in October by Next Era
Energy. The project is part of the AMP Solar Phase II Project. AMP (American Municipal Partners) has teamed with Next Era
Energy to build up to 80 MW of solar electric generation facilities. The Solar Field is located at the end of Jerry Drive, directly
behind Airstream. The 9-acre site will be made up of 6,894 solar panels harvesting the power of the sun. The Village will be
receiving about 20% of the power produced from the field. The extra power produced will be put back on the grid for other AMP
communities in the Project. The Solar field will produce enough energy to power approximately 280 homes. The Solar Field
started producing power on December 20 2017 and was commissioned in February to produce commercially.
The Main Street Enhancement Project was started. The Project will involve new traffic signals at Main and Pike Streets
along with new crosswalk lights. These lights will match the new lights put up at Airstream Drive. Also, new decorative poles
and LED street lights will replace the existing High-Pressure Sodium lights along Main Street between North St and Cole St. The
Street lights are installed and the contractor is waiting on the control devices for them. The contractor is also waiting on the
decorative poles for the traffic signals. These are not expected to be delivered until May/June 2019. The projected $745,800
project will be funded by the Transportation Alternative Program. ODOT will fund 95% of the Project with the Village funding the
remaining 5% or $37,290.
The Village constructed two new tee ball fields at the Wally Byam Memorial Park this spring. They will be located at the
site of the existing soccer fields. The soccer fields were moved to the new Park and this opened this space for these fields.
Concrete work is to be done this spring for the benches and the bleachers. Games will be played on the fields this summer.
The Village is also looking at constructing a new Vehicle Storage Facility for the Village crews. The Village owns a 3acre lot on Washington Street where the approximately 13,000 square foot building will be constructed. The $1.5M Project is
hoping for a late spring, early summer start.
The Village is also planning on finishing the LED street light upgrades. The project started in 2014 with converting all
our street lights to LED. The 5-year project will be completed in 2019 and has been saving the Village residents money by saving
about approximately 65% of the usage of what the High-Pressure Sodium Lights that we were using.
Work on the Wastewater Treatment Plant Project is continuing, the new building is now complete and work will begin
on the inside of the new Lab portion this year. Work is continuing on the clarifiers and work to start soon on the Scada system.
New pavement will be the last part of the project and we are looking forward to that part of the project.
The Water Plant Filter Media replacement project is planned for early 2019. The EPA is reviewing submittals of the
plans. The Village is answering questions they have on the plans.
2019 will be another busy year for the Village and the Village Crews. If anyone has any questions feel free to give me a
call. (937) 596-6314 and don’t forget to Smile😊.

Christmas Light Winners
The Village of Jackson Center is honored to recognize Jackson
Center residents who best contribute to the Christmas atmosphere
and beauty of Jackson Center during the Christmas season through
the use of lights and decorations. Congratulations along with
free/reduced electric for the month goes to the winners of our third
Annual Holiday Display Contest:
1st Place tie: Bracey and Neoma Halker (116 Birch Street) &
Brandon and Janet Whipp (115 Birch Street): All of December’s
electric bill paid by the Village of Jackson Center (up to $250)
2nd Place: Brian Lotz (508 N. Main Street) ½ of December’s
electric bill paid by the Village of Jackson Center (up to $125)
3rd Place tie: David and Misty Shields (207 James Street) and
Ryan and Brittany Wells (204 N. Fork Street): (¼ of December’s
electric bill paid by the Village of Jackson Center (up to $75)

Thank you all for your Christmas displays and the amount of
time and effort you put forth to make everyone’s holidays a
little brighter!

Grace Lutheran Church Pork Loin Dinner
January 19th from 4:30-6:30pm
$7.00 per dinner – Carry outs only!!
Dinner includes Pork Loin, Potato, Applesauce, Roll
and Butter. Proceeds to benefit “Home of Peace”
Orphanage, Tanzania. For tickets see Greg Woolley
(at Allenbaugh Insurance), Marge Beam, Julie
Klopfenstein, and Marilyn Kohler.
This Veterans Day 11-11-18, is the beginning of the Salute
to Jackson Center Veterans. If you have any family
member who served this country please get me their
picture in uniform, rank at discharge, years on active
duty, years in a war zone, if no war zone their last duty
station. You can message me the info on Facebook or email me at bambos@woh.rr.com or if you have questions
call my cell 419-954-0117. I would love to have a couple
of hundred veterans by next Veterans Day!!! You can see
by the attached pictures of what I need. (to see this, go
to Facebook, type in Ace and Bonnie Ambos and scroll
down to JC Veterans.) You can also see what this looks
like by visiting our VFW Post 4455 in Wapakoneta. I have
done this for the members of our post.
I will try to update new pictures on a weekly bases as I
receive them, the computer puts them in order by your
first name.
Thank you for your help.
Ace Ambos

2019 Dog Tags available at the Napa Store
until January 31st.

Jackson Center Fire Dept Association is having its annual
soup and sandwich dinner January 12th at the JC Legion
serving from 3PM to 7PM. Proceeds will go towards helping
Kim Metz in her fight against cancer.
2019 PTO BALL DROP!








Purchase mini basketball raffle tickets for $10 per ball
Raffle tickets can be purchased at any home Jackson Center
Boys High School game
Balls will be dropped at the JC gym following the boys JC vs.
Fort Loramie game on Friday, January 25, 2019
You need not be present to win!
Ball that lands in or closest to target wins up to $5,000
50/50 split up to $5,000; Split the pot if more than one ball
lands inside the target
The PTO will use the proceeds towards their technology fund
to benefit JC students
Questions? Contact Ashleigh Gross or
Sarah Prenger at jctigerspto@gmail.com

January is National
Mentoring Month, and
Big Brothers Big Sisters
of Shelby & Darke
County is currently
looking for adult mentors for their Lunch Buddies
program at Jackson Center Schools. Mentors will be
matched with 2nd & 3rd grade students and eat lunch
with them every Wednesday during the school year
from 10:50-11:30am. Lunches are provided for
mentors, or you may bring your own. Please call 937492-7611 or visit www.bigbrobigsisshelbydarke.org for
more information.

UPCOMING EVENTS










January 1
o Village Office Closed
January 5
o Legion Chicken Fry 4:30-6:30
January 7
o Council Meeting at 7pm
January 9
o Fish Pond Food Pantry 11-2pm
January 17
o Jackson Township Trustee Mtg 7pm
January 21
o Council Meeting at 7pm
January 23
Fish Pond Food Pantry 11-2pm
January 24
o JC Growth Association Mtg. Noon at JC American
Legion

Trash & Recycling Collection Dates
January 2, 8, 15, 22, 29

