
 

6/1/20 
 
Dear Jackson Center Students, Parents and Community Members,  
 
I hope that all of you are having a great start of your summer!  Certainly the end of the school year was 
very different and difficult in many ways.  We understand that there is some degree of uncertainty and 
anxiety as we start to think about the beginning of 2020-21 school year.  Even though there is no way we 
can answer all of your questions at this moment, I do want you to know that as we begin to prepare for 
next year, we are trying to establish some starting points with our legislators and educational leaders.  
 

● We want to return to school in as much of a “normal” manner as possible.  We will try to follow 
recommendations administered by the CDC, ODH and Ohio Department of Education, but they 
have to be realistic, age appropriate and enforceable or they will not work.  We need to 
continue to ask for as much local control as possible.  

● We will be asking everyone in our community to move from a mindset of “if” we have a 
COVID-19 case to “when“ we will have a COVID-19 case.  Like most viruses, it will be almost 
impossible for us to completely stop the spread.  In fact, as antibody tests become more 
available, I believe that we will find that we already had cases in our school last winter.  How we 
react to a case or several cases going forward will be a focus in our preparation.  

● Since circumstances surrounding the virus change almost daily, we will convene a committee as 
late in the summer as possible so that we can fully digest the recommendations provided by our 
government agencies and discuss JC specific responses.  That group will consist of parents, 
staff members and health officials.  We will do our best not to “jump the gun” while at the same 
time respecting your need to plan.  

● Now that we know more about the virus than we did in March, many of you are very ready to get 
back to normal.  We understand that.  On the other hand, there are some of you that have very 
valid concerns regarding your personal health and the health of your children and loved ones. 
We will not be perfect, but we want to honor both.  

● Finally, no matter what is decided, we will respect your choice as parents. I tell everyone who 
asks me to plan for the worst and hope for the best.  We will do our best to provide the best 
educational experience possible in the most normal circumstances as possible, but if you are not 
ready to take that step and seek an alternative for a time, we will understand.  

 
Thank you for reading, I will be getting back to you periodically as the summer progresses and I hope you 
all have a chance to enjoy the warm weather with your family and friends.   
 
Bill Reichert  
 
Superintendent  


